
 
 

August 26, 2022

Dear residential student, 
 
As you make your final preparations for move-in we remain committed to planning for a successful and 
exciting semester! Undoubtedly, you have spent some time this summer planning for the fall term and 
what your time in Chicago will look like. The last two years of the COVID-19 pandemic have taught our 
campus staff many valuable lessons on how we handle infections amongst our residential population. 
With the emergence of the Monkeypox virus (MPV) we are finalizing our protocol for handling any 
possible cases. 
 
We ask that you begin talking over plans and possibilities with family, friends, or other trusted 
individuals who may be able to assist you should you find yourself in one of the situations outlined 
below. 
 
COVID-19 
With the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s most recent guidance, residential students who 
test positive for COVID-19 will need to isolate for a minimum of five (5) days. 
 
Students who live in a single bedroom (i.e., do not share a bedroom with another student) will be able 
to stay in their assigned residential space for the duration of their isolation period. When using common 
areas of a shared apartment/suite, you will need to wear a face mask. 
 
Students who share a bedroom with one or more students will be relocated to an isolation space in the 
University Center. Students will be contacted by a member of the Dean of Students team (i.e., Student 
Relations, Residence Life, or the Dean’s office directly) to inform them of their relocation space and 
deadline to relocate. Students needing to isolate should be ready to grab a “Go Bag” (more info on that 
later) with them to include items essential for a five day stay out of their room. Students in isolation at 
the UC will be provided meal tickets to access the UC Dining Hall (students can go get food while 
wearing a mask but must eat in their room). 
 
The student in isolation will be able to return to their regular assigned room on Day 6, unless they still 
have a fever and/or other symptoms that are not improving. Students are responsible for notifying 
Residence Life if they need to continue isolating because of continued fever or non-improving symptoms 
– please review the policy here [https://www.colum.edu/backtogether/new-covid-precautions]. 
Students will not be required to isolate at the University Center if they have plans to isolate off campus. 
 
Monkeypox 
Monkeypox virus (MPV) does not carry the sever health consequences of COVID-19 but is nonetheless 
serious. With the availability of tests, treatments, and vaccines for Monkeypox already on the market, 
our approach to handling possible cases of Monkeypox is different than our handling of COVID-19. While 
MPV may pose a lower risk to our community and have less long-term impacts to health, the isolation 
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disruption to the academic experience is significantly greater, as MPV can require isolation of up to 4 
weeks. 
 
Any residential student who believes they have been exposed to or have symptoms of Monkeypox 
(especially rashes or skin lesions) must notify the Columbia College Chicago Health Center immediately 
or seek out a Monkeypox test in the greater Chicago area to confirm. Note that tests can only detect or 
rule out MPV once skin rashes and lesions appear. While some milder symptoms may precede skin 
lesions (such as headaches, respiratory issues or fever), our health experts tell us individuals are not 
infectious until marks appear on the skin; spread takes place through skin-to-skin contact after a person 
develops skin symptoms. Columbia is unable to administer Monkeypox testing, treatment, and vaccines 
at this time. The Chicago Department of Public Health website contains more information on symptoms, 
testing options, and vaccine locations within the city. Chicago.gov/MPV 
 
To report a case of Monkeypox on the weekends or afterhours, residential students should contact 
Campus Security (312) 369-1111 so that a Residence Life Professional Staff member can begin making 
arrangements for a student to isolate. 
 
Residential students who test positive for Monkeypox will be asked to put all their linens, towels, 
pillows, and anything else that has been recently exposed to their skin in heavy-duty plastic garbage 
bags and to seal them. Residential students will be TEMPORARILY isolated in the University Center for 
up to 36-hours while they make plans to leave campus to complete their isolation until their symptoms 
have resolved. 
 
As the isolation period for Monkeypox can last up to a month, and given the biohazards generated by 
sick individuals, we are unable to provide long-term isolation on campus. Students will be expected to 
vacate campus within 36-hours and to complete their isolation off-campus in accordance with the plan 
that you develop now. Students having to isolate off-campus for that length of time will be connected 
with our Student Relations team to work through communication with your faculty. 
 
Your planning now will provide you with an easier transition should you find yourself in this 
circumstance. 
 
While we all continue to learn more about the spread of COVID-19 and Monkeypox, please remember 
there are several actions you can take to limit your exposure and lessen your risk: 
 

1. Wear a face mask as directed/required in campus facilities and crowded spaces; 
2. Limit direct contact with a person known to have COVID-19 or Monkeypox; 
3. Do not share utensils with someone who has COVID, and do not share objects, fabrics, bedding, 

or surfaces with someone known to have Monkeypox; 
4. Abstain from intimate (skin to skin) and sexual activity with anyone who displays skin lesions; 
5. Consider getting a Monkeypox vaccine if you meet the eligibility criteria. 

Please know, any student who fails to disclose a positive test result or their suspected exposure to either 
of these illnesses to the Campus Health Center or Campus Security immediately may be subject to 
disciplinary action. 
 
For your additional planning purposes, consider assembling a “Go Bag” or a “Go List” of items to pack in 
the event you are required to isolate. Items should include toiletries, clothing, prescriptions and 
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medications, spare sheets, towels, footwear, electronic device chargers, face masks, non-perishable 
food items, wallet/money, keys, ID. 
 
As more information becomes available and guidance on COVID-19 and Monkeypox evolves, additional 
updates or changes will be communicated to you directly. 
 
If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to the Dean of Students Office at 
deanofstudents@colum.edu or to the Residence Life Office at ResidenceLife@colum.edu  
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